Death and the Digital Afterlife Resources
The First Church in Belmont, March 2021
Joelle Te Paske (jtepaske@hds.harvard.edu)

What We Read

Beliefs about Life and Death in Unitarian Universalism, at UUA.org.

An Outline of Different Cultural Beliefs at Time of Death, a booklet published by
Loddon Mallee Regional Palliative Care Consortium in Australia.

Disrupting Death: Technologists Explore Ways to Digitize Life (NBC News, 2017)
The Dead May Outnumber the Living on Facebook in 50 Years (Hyperallergic, 2019)
Will Holograms Help Us Grieve? (Zécalo Public Square, 2020)

Data of the dead: Virtual immortality exposes holes in privacy laws (Reuters, 2020)

Resources for Further Reading

Chatbots that resurrect the dead: legal experts weigh in on ‘disturbing’ technology
(The Conversation, 2021)

Death Is a High-Tech Trip in Japan's Futuristic Cemeteries (/zce. 2016)

Why You Should Believe in the Digital Afterlife (1he Atlantic, 2016)

Digital Messages for Loved Ones From Beyond the Grave (New York T7mes, 2015)
Immortal but Damned to Hell on Earth (The Atlantic, 2015)

The Order of the Good Death

Right to be forgotten & post-mortem privacy

Recommended by Group Members

Death doulas help people die comfortably. In a pandemic, they're more important
than ever (CNN, 2021)

Al project lets Holocaust survivors share their stories forever (CBS News, 2020)

How Should We Honor Our Dead? 'From Here To Eternity’ Imagines A Better Way
(WBUR, 2017)

Permutation City - Greg Egan

Still Life With Woodpecker - Tom Robbins

I Am a Strange Loop - Douglas Hofstadter

The Mind's I: Fantasies and Reflections on Self and Soul - collection of essays edited by
Douglas Hofstadter and Daniel Dennett



http://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/life-death
http://lmrpcc.org.au/admin/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/Customs-Beliefs-Death-Dying.pdf
https://www.nbcnews.com/mach/tech/your-brain-cloud-how-tech-world-wants-disrupt-death-ncna894191
https://hyperallergic.com/497552/the-dead-may-outnumber-the-living-on-facebook-in-50-years/
https://www.zocalopublicsquare.org/2020/11/23/hologram-technology-deceased-loved-ones-memory-memorial/ideas/essay/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-global-tech-privacy-trfn-idUSKBN21Z0NF
https://theconversation.com/chatbots-that-resurrect-the-dead-legal-experts-weigh-in-on-disturbing-technology-155436
https://www.vice.com/en/article/9a3a5a/death-is-a-high-tech-trip-in-japans-futuristic-cemeteries
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2016/07/what-a-digital-afterlife-would-be-like/491105/
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/24/your-money/digital-messages-for-loved-ones-from-beyond-the-grave.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2015/05/immortal-but-damned-to-hell-on-earth/394160/
http://www.orderofthegooddeath.com/death-positive
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_to_be_forgotten
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post-mortem_privacy
https://www.cnn.com/2021/03/09/us/death-doula-covid-trnd/index.html
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/artificial-intelligence-holocaust-remembrance-60-minutes-2020-04-03/
https://www.wbur.org/artery/2017/10/11/from-here-to-eternity-review

